The Countries Complaint againſt the Auluagers*.,” 


REASONS Humbly offered to the Parliament for taking away the Office, Seal, and 


Duty of AVLNAGE, and laying a Duty in lieu thereof upon Woollen ManufaQtures Exported. 


:37. Eaw. 3. —4 11S Office of AULNAGE was Conſtituted for the Meaſuring, Weighing , and Searching of Cloath 3 And tothe Intent that the Dealers therein 
: might not be-deceived, the Seal was put on to ſignifie che goodnels thereof; And the Fee of a Half-penny for a whole Cloath, and a Farthing for a 
halt Cloath was given upon that Conſideration. | | 
-25. Edw.. 3. This Subſidy of Aulnage was granted to the Crown at the ſame time in conſideration of the Repealing a STATUTE made the 25 Ed. 3- which 
- was grievous to the Cloathiers and Merchants, for by that Sratute all Cloath that wanted a Yard the Length appointed was forfeitedto the King. 

| [This Subſidy was Four-Pence for a whole Cloath, Two-Pence for a half Cloath, ec. And the weight of ſuch Cloath was accounted to be 64 Pound. 
47 Rich. 22 "This Swbjidy and Fee of the AULNAGER have been confirmed by Subſequent Statutes; And *cis agreed that a Duty is due, and have been paid for all Cloaths 
rt according to the laid Satutes. | Fer | 
| Since the granting of this Duty there have been ſeveral new Invented Cloaths, and other Woollen Manufactures made, upon which great Controverſies have ariſen 
fg whether -any,- or how much Duty is due for the ſame ; And many Suits have been Commenced, ſome are now depending, and more are like to ariſe thereupon : 
5 K6 Faw. 6. And fince the Confſtituting of this Office there have been ſeveral Sratures made for the better regulating of Cloath, by which Srarates the Office of the AULNAGER: 


Rm Lo the meaſuring, &c. is taken away and put into other hands. | | | 
' Yet notwirchſtanding the 4U L.NAGER 8 are till continued, and for this Reafon, only to Colle the Sub/idy of Aulnage due to the Crown as aforeſaid, and the 


"Seal of the Office is put on for no other reaſon, then to ſignifie the Duty is paid. 7 | 
This Duty and Office is now granted by Patent to the Dutcheſs of Richmond, and by her Let to Farm in the Year 1681. to Sir Fobn Eyles and others, at the Yearly 
"Rent of 31387. - 10 5. belides a conſiderable Fine as is pretended of about 90col. paid for a Leaſe for Twenty-one Years. 
- Before theſe FARMERS time, this Office was much Complained againſt, by reafon of-many Exactions and Abaſes of former Farmers, who had advanced ſevye- 
| ral Branches of the Duty beyond what it was in all former times ; And this Sir Fob» Eyles, and ſome others that are now concerned inthe Farm, were the greateſt 
Complainers againſt theſe Exactions in thoſe times, and the reaſon as was pretended of their taking the Farm, was for the remedying thereof. | 
£27 Bur theſe Farmers Conſulting their own Profit more then the eaſe of the Cloathiers, taking the Advantage of the late times, ſet up many new pretences to 
| Increaſe their Farm, upon which great Controverſies aroſe, Some not willing to ſtand the Tryal and Charge of Law Suits ſubmitted, others withſtood, upon which 
many Suites were commenced, in ſome of which the Manufactures, but in others the FARMERS prevailed, by which means they have greatly increaſed their 
:Farm, and by their Eracttons, and otherwile,raiſe near 10000 /. per Annum. | | 
| The manner of ColleQing this Duty is very g2tevVous to all the Dealers in the Woollen Manufacture. For, | 
THAT in many placesfor a Half-peny or Peny Seal, they are forced to carry their Goods to ſeveral Offices a great diſtance from their Habitations, by which 
means their Goods are much damaged, their Inventions expoſed, their Markets oft-times loſt , which is much more greivous than:the payment of the Duty. 

THAT in other places they are forced to ſend for Seals many Miles, and many times the AU LNAGERS not having Seals, the Cloaths for want there- 
of have been ſent up to London or other places where they have been ſeized, and the Cloathiers put to great Charge and Trouble to have them again. 

THAT they make frequent ſearches at'the Dreſſers, Dyers, Preſſers, &'c. And if by any Accident the Seals be droped off, as it will ofctimes happen, they 
{eize the Goods and carry them away. | 

THAT they make frequent ſearch at Inns ; . Search Waggons or Horſes Packs upon the Road, ſearch Fairs, Markets, Blackwel-hall, Cuſtom-Houſe-Keys, 
Merchants and Factors Shops and Ware-houſes, and where elſe they pleaſe, ſeize and carry away what they find unſealed. | 

:THAT they enter-into, and ſearch all Retailers Shops and Ware-Houles, rifles all their Goods, diſturb their Markets, ſeize and carry away either whole 
Pieces or Remnants if unſealed, although they have been izaled, and the Seal end of the Remnants be ſold ; this being ſuch an extraordinary Oatevance, 

- _ the Retailers are forced to yearly Compoſitions to be freed from the trouble and ſearch, and near 200 are under Contribution in one County. 

"THAT Retailers of Stockings and Hats , have been forced to Compoſitions, although neither Stockings nor Hats were ever (or pretended to be) liable 
to bs Sealed by the pair or Hat. OE, 

THAT all Goods ſeized in the Country are preſently Compounded for, or elſe carried to the AULNAGERS Houles or Inns, where the Cloathiers 
and Shop-keepzrs are forced to attend and Compound at what rates theſe Aulnagers pleaſe ; Or if they refuſe, then are their Goods returned into the Ex» 
chequer, or at leaſt pretended fo to be, to the great diſcouragement, loſs and vexation of the Owners thereof. 

"THAT all Goods Seized in and about London are carried to an Office, where at certain times the FARMERS ſet to hear and determine all Complaints, 
where the Perſons grieved wait and attend, where. after canfiderable waiting are called in and heard, and after a ſhort hearing are ordered to withdraw, 

and then.called.in again to hear-the Sentence, which it my like not they may take their Remedy : And what is that? Their Goods are Condemned to 
:be refurned into the Exchequer, where they muſt Sue for them, which remedy, being in moſt Caſes worſe than the diſeaſe, forceth the Complainants to - 
ſuffer the loſs of their Goods unjuſtly, rather than to be at a greater Charge and Loſs to obtain them again. < 


THAT although it have been made appear,that their Goods hath been ſeized wrongfully, yet have they refuſed to deliver them, again till certain Fe-s as they _ 
| etend, as due for Porterage, Warehouſe room, &*c. be allowed. ; Ew 
pretend, as du ge, » . ; | > Ss 
FT "THUS areall the Dealers in the Woollen Manufacture oppreſſed, and all this for a ſmall and inconfiderable Duty, not amountingito 5 s. for a Hundred Pound 
| value. Thus are the Wheels of Trade cloged with an Unneceſlary Office and UIntealonable Dfficers, who under the ſpecious pretences of increaſing the Re- 
venue of the Crown, have been, and are indeavouring to keep up and increaſe their own _ and gain. | 
' This Office being thus grievous, bath cauſed ſeveral Complaints in former Parliaments, but more eſpecially in the laſt, to whom ſeveral. Petitions were preſented 
from the Cloathiers of Gloceſterſhire , Suffolk, and Eſſex, the Weavers of Norwich, the Hofiers, Drapers, Mercers, Sal:{men, and others, Complaining of great Exactions and | 
Abuſes, which Petitions being referred to a Committee were Examined, and a report thereof was made to the Houſe, upon which it was ordered ; That leave be | 
.given to bring in a Bill to regulate the Abuſes of the Awulnage. - 
Upon which Order, there were ſeveral Meetings of many Worthy Members, to Conſider of the beſt ways and means to accompliſh the ſaine 3 who finding how - 
difficult it would be if.che Office ſhould bexcxontinued to remedy the Grievances Complained of ; and underſtanding that the Seal of the Office did not anſwer the end 
.of its Conſtitution ; And being informed, that in caſe the Duty were Colle&ted at the Cuſtom-Houſe, it would bring in more Money to the Grown, then the Far- 
-mers pay for their Farm. | | | 
Thereupon it was agreed, That a Bill ſhould be drawn up to take away the Office and Duty of Aulnage, and to lay a Duty in lieu thereof at the Cuſtom-Houſe. 
Accordingly a Bill was prepared and preſented to the Houfe, and well received, but by reaſon ofthe Prorogations and Diſſolution, there wanted cime for the finiſhing it. 
A Bill for the ſame purpoſe is again preſented, (and now betore this Honourable Houſe) the Subſtance of which is : 
That, Foraſmuch as the ſealing of Cloaths by the Aulnagers, is now of no other uſe, than to ſignifie the payment of a Duty for them ; and that the manner of Col- 


"king ſuch Duty is very chargeable to the Crown, and very O2tev0usg co the Subject. Theretore, 


I. That this Office and Duty ſhould be wholly taken away. = 
II. That in lieu thereof, a Duty ſhould be charged upon the Woollen Manufacture Exported, to be received at the Cuſtom-Houſe. A 


HIT. That this Daty ſo charged, ſhould be Collected in the ſame manner as the reſt of the Kings Cuſtoms are. | 
IV. That out of this Duty the Dutcheſs of Richmond ſhould be paid as much as ſhall appear to be her due, in confideration of her Intereſt. 
The Bill doth not aſcertain what Duty ſhall be paid, but is left to be filled up as this Honourable Houle ſhall think fit. | 
And if a Duty not exceeding what was paid tothe AULNAGERS for a Cloath, &c. before their late ExaQtions be made payable at the Cuftom-Houſe, for ſo 
much of the Woollen Manufacture as is Exported, it will bring in more Money to the Crown then is now, or can be paid if the Aulage-Office ſhould be continued 
( as is ready to be made appear by Accompts taken out of the Cuſtom-Houſe Books.) The reaſon of which is very eaſy to be underſtood 5 For by this way of 
Colle&ing the charge of FARMERS and Officers will be ſaved, which is now fo great, that all the Duty payable for the Woollen Manufacture worn in England will - 


not defray it. | 
But foraſmuch as theDuty as now Colleced,is ſubject upon the alteration of the length and breadth of Cloath, to great Diſputes and Controverſies. 


"Tis therefore humbly Propoſed : | | " 

That the Duty that ſhould be added to the Cuſtoms in lieu of the Aulzage, ſhould be in general terms a Six-peny, that is, a ſix part more than is now paid there 
according to the Books of Rates, which will not be ſo great a Duty, as is now paid to the AULNAGERS, taking one ſort of Woollen Manufacture with the 
other, which will be more eaſy, and equaily Colle&ed and Paid, and will amount to near Six Thouſand Pound per 4nmwm, which will not only be ſufficient to an- 


{wer the Dutcheſs of Richmonds Intereſt, but a conſiderable Overplus. . 
Which Overplus Summ of Money , is Humbly propoſed as a proper and neceſſary Fund, to be Imployed as this Honourable Houle ſhall think fit, to hinder the 


Exportation of Wool, there wanting a Fund of Money for that purpole. | 
For, by an Ad made in the laſt Parliament, Commiſſioners were appointed to take care to put the former and that A againſt the Exportation of Wool in Execu- 


tion ; But tor want of a Fund of Money, have not, nor cannot proceed in their Commiſlion to any good purpole. 

Which Money ſo imployed, will be both to the Advantage of the Crown, to the Benefit of the Merchants, Exporters, and Woollen Manufacurers. 

The Advantages by this Change will be very conſiderable: | 

For by this means the Revenue of the Crown, will not only be preſerved but increaſed ; the Dutcheſs of Richmond paid her due ; all Controverſics about the Right 
of the Duty wholly at an end ; the ManufaQture greatly eaſed, and the ManufaQturers and all the Dealers therein, wholly freed from the trouble an! charge gf an un- 
necetilary Office, and CInreaſonable Dfficers : The Duties that ſhall ſtill be paid, Colleted in a more regular and equal manner, and none leſt in a 2ndr- 
tion to complain ; but the preſent Farmers and their numerous Subſtitutes, who will only looſe the profit of their Farm and Offices, which they have &-thei 
Eracttons abuſed, and along time injoyed, to the YVexation and Diſcouragement of all the Dealers in the Woollen Manufacture. E' 

And the Manufacturers are the more Incouraged to hope this method will be approved of, by reaſon that a Bill of like nature lately paſſed, which was cg 


AF for taking away the Exciſe of Coffee, Chocolet , and Tea, and laying a Duty in lieu thereof upon the Berry, &C. 


